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New requirement in the Rice WDR

When:
─ Starts after January 1, 2022
─ You can start anytime prior

What:
─ All drinking water supply wells on parcels where rice is 

produced
─ Monitor for nitrate+nitrite as N at the MCL of 10 mg/L (ppm)

Who: 
─ Growers are responsible

• Unless a portion of the property is leased to another party
• Terms of lease give Grower no control over the drinking water 

supply wells
─ Then, Owner is responsible
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What if wells are monitored?

If monitored for five-years with three consecutive years at      
8 mg/L or less
─ Once every five-years moving forward
─ Can count 2020, 2021 and 2022

If results exceed 10 mg/L
─ Grower must notify users within 10-days and copy Central 

Valley Water Board
─ If Grower is not the Owner, Grower provides notice to landlord

• Within 24 hours
• Owner provides users within 9-days and copies Central Valley 

Water Board

Notice is the provided template 
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Additional details

If well is out of service
─ Supply replacement water, if still necessary
─ Document by keeping receipts

Use ELAP state certified laboratories
─ Laboratories send monitoring results to State Water Board’s 

GeoTracker Database
─ Contact laboratory for information on collection containers and 

handling procedure details

See handout for sampling procedures
Use provided template for notification of exceedances
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Remember handouts
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Amendments to Rice WDR Order

Amendments that pertain to Growers:
Annual participation in continuing education provided by the 
CRC
─ Include more detail on drinking water supply well monitoring

Farm Evaluation/Nitrogen Management Plan Reporting
─ Beginning in 2018
─ Every five years
─ Report 2022 crop in 2023
─ CRC will send notices as reminders
─ Central Valley Water Board will contact non-compliers
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Thank you
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Cal/EPA Structure

8

Cal/EPA BDOs – Boards, Departments and Offices Nine 
Regional 
Boards
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Regional Water Boards

Central Valley Regional 
Water Quality Control 
Board (Region 5) = 40% 
of the State

Nine Regional Water 
Quality Control Boards:
Responsible to protect 
all beneficial uses of 
waters under federal 
and state laws
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Region 5 Third-Party Boundaries

Litigation of other Order:
• SWRCB takes over
• Rewrite to make all orders the 

same 
• “The irrigation and nitrogen 

management requirements
in the order accordingly are 
not precedential for rice growers.”

• What changes affect rice?
• CE requirements online
• Drinking water well 

monitoring by January 1, 2022
• Reduction in FE/NMP 

reporting
Note: no exemption from 
previous non-compliance
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